REPORTED SPEECH
STATEMENTS
I Put the following sentences into reported speech.
a)

1. “I often play tennis.”

She says _____________________________________________________

2. “She is staying with her aunt.”
      He says ______________________________________________________

3. “She went to Moscow.”
      He says ______________________________________________________

4. “He has gone home.”

      She says _____________________________________________________

5. “I’ll go with Anna.”

      He says ______________________________________________________

b)

1. “I often play tennis.”

She said _____________________________________________________

2. “She is staying with her aunt.”

      He said ______________________________________________________

3. “She went to Moscow.”

      He said ______________________________________________________

4. “He has gone home.”

      She said _____________________________________________________

5. “I’ll go with Anna.”

      He said ______________________________________________________

II Match each sentence in direct speech with its summarized version in

reported speech.
1. “I did ring, you know, earlier in the evening.”
2. “Anyway, I’ll be back in next to no time.”

3. “The thing is, I know it’s silly but I’ve missed the bus.”

4. “Actually I’ve no idea at all where I am!” 

5. “Look, sorry about this, but I’m afraid I’m going to be a bit late.”

a) She said she didn’t know where she was.

b) She said she had already rung.

c) She said she was going to be late.

d) She said she had missed the bus.

e) She said she would be back soon.

1. _____     2. _____     3. _____     4. _____     5. _____

III Put the following sentences into reported speech.
1. “You are not working hard enough.”

      Mother told Tom that he _________________________________________
2. “She must bring her books to school tomorrow.”

      The teacher told Mary that she ____________________________________
3. “They will wait until you return.”

      She told me that they ____________________________________________

4. “She spoke to me in the supermarket yesterday,” said Tom.

      Tom told me that she ____________________________________________

5. “I’ll see you tomorrow, Jack,” said Jane.

     Jane told Jack that she ___________________________________________

6. “I must see him next week,” said Jenny.

      Jenny said that she _____________________________________________
7. “I wrote to him yesterday but he hasn’t rung up yet,” she said.

      She said that she _______________________________________________
8. “We are very late.”
They said that they ______________________________________________

9. “He has finished his work.”
 She said that he ________________________________________________

10. “She doesn’t know you.”
 He told me that she _____________________________________________

IV A is talking to B about a friend, George. B has not heard the same as A. Complete the conversation.
1. A: George doesn’t like his new job.

B: But he told me he loved it! (love)

2. A: He loves living in London.

B: But he told me _________________________________! (hate)

3. A: He’s moving to Canada.

B: But he told me _________________________________! (Australia)

4. A: His girlfriend has left him.
B: But he told me _________________________________! (he / leave / her)

5. A: He’ll be thirty next week.
B: But he told me _________________________________! (twenty-one)

6. A: He went to Amsterdam for his last holiday.

B: But he told me _________________________________! (Barbados)

7. A: He can’t give up smoking.

B: But he told me _________________________________! (three years ago)

8. A: He was given the sack last week.

B: But he told me _________________________________! (promotion)

9. A: He’s fallen in love with a French girl.

B: But he told me _________________________________! (with me)

V Each sentence has a mistake. Find it and correct it.
1. Helen said that she doesn’t feel well yesterday.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. Joan says that she had needed some help.

      ………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. “I had bought a new bike Pam told us.”
………………………………………………………………………………………….

4. Sally said us that she was arriving at 7.00.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

5. John said that he had wrote a letter to Ann.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

6. Jane said, I’m coming to your party.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

7. Jack and Jill said they will see us tomorrow.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

8. Paul said me that he must leave early.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

9. Maria told that she had lost her keys.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

10. Bill said that he feels great.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

VI Complete each sentence using say, tell or speak in an appropriate form.

1. I __________ my friends about my party, and they __________ they would come.

2. “Please don’t __________ anything during the test,” our teacher __________ us.

3. I __________ Tom that I __________ Japanese, but he didn’t believe me. 

4. “Look,” I __________ her, “why don’t you __________ me what you mean?”

5. A translator __________ the President what everyone was __________.

6. “You’re lucky,” __________ John. “I __________ you that you would win!”

7. I __________ to Jane, and she __________ she would phone you.

8. Nick __________ me that he was playing in the school basketball team.
VII Put each sentence in direct speech.

1. Tom said he was going to be late.

“…………………………………………………………… ,” Tom said.

2. Helen told me she would let me know.
     “…………………………………………………………… ,” Helen told me.

3. Jane said she had to be back by 5.30.

     “…………………………………………………………… ,” Jane said.

4. John told the teacher he had forgotten his homework.

     “…………………………………………………………… ,” John told the teacher.

5. Alice said that she wanted to make a phone call.

     “…………………………………………………………… ,” said Alice.

6. Anna said she was going to go shopping.
     “…………………………………………………………… ,” said Anna.

7. Nick said that he would be back at 8.00.

     “…………………………………………………………… ,” Nick said.

8. Michael told us that he had finished.

     “…………………………………………………………… ,” Michael told us.

VIII Rewrite each sentence in reported speech.
1. “I want to buy it, but I haven’t brought any money.”
John said ……………………………………………………………………………..
2. “I’m going to visit friends in New York but I’m not sure when.”
Ann told us ……………………………………………………………………………

3. “I got up late and I missed the train.”

Tom said ………………………………………………………………………………

4. “I like swimming but I don’t go very often.”

Marsha told us ………………………………………………………………………..

5. “I’m doing some homework but I won’t be long.”

Mike said ……………………………………………………………………………...
6. “When I finish the book, I’m going to watch TV.”
Carol said ……………………………………………………………………………..

7. “I’ve lost the map and I don’t know the way.”

Simon told them ……………………………………………………………………...

8. “I won’t be there because I’m having a party.”

Clara told us …………………………………………………………………………..

9. “I fell downstairs.”
Scott said ……………………………………………………………………………..

10. “You may see the photographs if you like it.”

Sara told us …………………………………………………………………………...

COMMANDS AND REQUESTS
I Put these sentences into reported speech.

1. “Wash your face.”

He told …………………………………………………………………………………

2. “Hold this.”
She asked …………………………………………………………………………….

3. “Pick it up.”

He ordered ……………………………………………………………………………

4. “Play the piano.”
They asked ……………………………………………………………………………

5. “Go away.”

He told …………………………………………………………………………………

6. “Open the door.”

She asked …………………………………………………………………………….

7. “Don’t try to be funny.”

He asked ……………………………………………………………………………...

8. “Wait there till I come.”

She told ……………………………………………………………………………….

9. “Don’t speak until you’re spoken to.”

He ordered ……………………………………………………………………………

10.  “Don’t do it.”

He asked ……………………………………………………………………………...

II Choose the verb that can be used to report the direct speech.

1. “Would you like to spend the weekend with us?”

They __________ her to spend the weekend with them.

a) encouraged

b) invited

c) told

2. “Could you open the window, please?”
She __________ him to open the window.

a) invited

b) ordered

c) asked

3. “Wash your teeth immediately!”

Kate’s mother __________ her to wash her teeth immediately.

a) begged

b) asked

c) ordered

4. “Don’t forget to post the letter!”
He __________ me to post the letter.

a) asked

b) reminded

c) warned

5. “Park the car behind the lorry.”
The instructor __________ him to park behind the lorry.

a) warned

b) told

c) advised

6. “Please, please, turn down the music!”

Bill’s sister __________ him to turn down the usic.

a) begged

b) advised

c) warned

7. “Don’t play with matches. They’re very dangerous.”

He __________ the children not to play with matches.

a) encouraged

b) reminded

c) warned

8. “I’ll give you a lift to the station.”

She __________ to give him a lift to the station.

a) refused

b) offered

c) begged

9. “I won’t lend you any more money.”

Jeff __________ to lend me any more money.

a) warned

b) offered

c) refused

10. “Please don’t touch it.”

She __________ us not to touch the painting.

a) asked

b) ordered

c) told
III Change the sentences into reported speech using the appropriate verb.

tell

ask

order

invite

remind

warn

beg

refuse

advise

offer

1. “Please can you translate this sentence for me?” Maria said to Mark.
______________________________________________________________

2. “Don’t forget to send Grandma Sophie a birthday card,” Mary said to her son.
______________________________________________________________

3. “Sign on the dotted line,” the postman said to me.

______________________________________________________________

4. “Please, please, please marry me. I can’t live without you,” John said to Ann.

______________________________________________________________

5. “Please come to our wedding,” John said to his boss.

______________________________________________________________

6. “I’ll pay for the next round,” Mark said.
______________________________________________________________

7. “Don’t run round the edge of the swimming pool or you’ll fall in,” Mary said to her children.
______________________________________________________________

8. “I won’t go to bed!” Bobby said.

______________________________________________________________

9. “You should talk to your solicitor,” Ben said to Bill.

______________________________________________________________

10.  “Take that chewing gum out of your mouth immediately!” the teacher said to Tom.

______________________________________________________________
IV Put these sentences into reported speech.

1. “Don’t spend all your money on food and drink.”

______________________________________________________________

2. “Drive as fast as you can. I don’t want to be late.”

______________________________________________________________
3. “Wait here under the tree until the rain stops.”

______________________________________________________________

4. “Do what you’re told or you’ll get into trouble.”

______________________________________________________________

5. “Come and see me whenever you have a few hours to spare.”

______________________________________________________________

6. “Hurry up if you want to go out with me.”
______________________________________________________________

7. “Tell me when it’s half past one.”

______________________________________________________________

8. “Be a good girl and sit quietly for five minutes and I’ll give you a sweet.”

______________________________________________________________

9. “Treat other people the way you’d like them to treat you.”

______________________________________________________________

10. “Take a cold shower before breakfast if you want to keep fit.”

______________________________________________________________

QUESTIONS

I Put the following questions into reported speech.
a)

1. “Where is John?”

She asks _____________________________________________________
2. “How many cats do you have?”

He asks ______________________________________________________
3. “Why are you laughing?”

She asks _____________________________________________________
4. “Do you like ice-cream?”

He asks ______________________________________________________

5. “Did you go to the cinema?”

She asks _____________________________________________________

b)

1. “Where is John?”

She asked ____________________________________________________

2. “How many cats do have?”

He asked _____________________________________________________

3. “Why are you laughing?”

She asked ____________________________________________________

4. “Do you like ice-cream?”

He asked _____________________________________________________

5. “Did you go to the cinema?”

      She asked ____________________________________________________

II Rewrite each question beginning as shown.
1. What’s the time?

Could you tell me what the time is.

2. What does this mean?

Do you know ………………………………………………………………………….

3. When does this train leave?

Do you know ………………………………………………………………………….

4. Is this Times Square?

     Could you tell me ……………………………………………………………………..
5. Where’s Bond Street?

Do you know ………………………………………………………………………….

6. Am I in the right seat?
     Could you tell me ……………………………………………………………………..

7. What time does the museum open?

Do you know ………………………………………………………………………….

8. How much does this dress cost?

Could you tell me …………………………………………………………………….

9. How can I get to the railway station?

Do you know ………………………………………………………………………….

10. Have there been any messages for me?

Could you tell me …………………………………………………………………….

III Put the following questions into reported speech.

1. “Where are you going?”
He asked ……………………………………………………………………………...

2. “When will my dress be finished?”
She asked …………………………………………………………………………….

3. “How did you do that?”

They wanted to know ………………………………………………………………..

4. “Why are you so sad?”
He asked ……………………………………………………………………………...

5. “Which book are you taking?”

She asked …………………………………………………………………………….

6. “Who showed you my work?”

He asked ……………………………………………………………………………...

7. “Why has she not eaten anything?”

He asked ……………………………………………………………………………...

8. “How do you know that?”

They wanted to know ………………………………………………………………..

9. “Where can I find it?”
She asked …………………………………………………………………………….

10. “How do you like this cake?”

He asked ……………………………………………………………………………...
IV Put the following questions into reported speech.

1. “Did you see Tom yesterday?”
She asked …………………………………………………………………………….

2. “Does she always wear a hat?”

He asked ……………………………………………………………………………...

3. “Are you enjoying yourself?”
They wanted to know ………………………………………………………………..

4. “May I use your telephone?”

He asked ……………………………………………………………………………...

5. “Was the train very full?”

She asked …………………………………………………………………………….

6. “Must the door be kept shut?”

He asked ……………………………………………………………………………...

7. “Are the apples sour?”

She asked …………………………………………………………………………….

8. “Have the children put away their toys?”

He asked ……………………………………………………………………………...

9. “Can you hear the noise?”

She asked …………………………………………………………………………….

10. “Do you sleep in the afternoons?”
He asked ……………………………………………………………………………...

V Complete each question in direct speech, ending as shown.

1. Jane asked me where exactly I lived.

“…………………………………………………………exactly?” Jane asked me.
2. Mary asked me if I would be there the next day.
“…………………………………………………………………?” Mary asked me.

3. Maria asked me who I sat next to in class.
     “…………………………………………………………………?” Maria asked me.

4. Tom asked Mary if she was going to travel to Spain.

     “……………………………………………………………Mary?” asked Tom.

5. Sophie asked me how many French books I had read.
     “…………………………………………………………………?” Sophie asked me.

6. John asked us if we often went skiing.

     “…………………………………………………………………?” John asked us.

7. Pam asked Mike what he had done the day before.

     “…………………………………………………………., Mike?” asked Pam.

8. Peter asked me whether I was having dinner or going out.

     “…………………………………………………………………?” Peter asked me.

9. David asked us if we had ever been to Italy.

     “…………………………………………………………………?” David asked us.

10. Ann asked me how many cigarettes I smoked.
     “…………………………………………………………………?” Ann asked me.
VI Put the following questions into reported speech.

1. “Have I passed the exam?” Tom asked his teacher.
______________________________________________________________

2. “How many languages are there in the world?” asked John.

______________________________________________________________

3. “Did Ben buy some more sugar?” Ann asked me.
______________________________________________________________

4. “Were you very busy yesterday?” Jane asked David.

______________________________________________________________

5. “Must we be here by six or can we come a little later?” They asked me.

______________________________________________________________

6. “Why didn’t you get up earlier?” She asked me.

______________________________________________________________

7. “How far is it to the National Theatre?” John asked them.

______________________________________________________________

8. “Did you understand my instructions?” Tom asked us.
______________________________________________________________

9. “Who called while I was out?” asked Jane.

______________________________________________________________

10. “Do you speak Russian?” David asked me.

______________________________________________________________

MIXED TYPES

I Turn the direct speech into reported speech.

1. Jim: “How are you?”
Jim asked Sue _________________________________________________

2. Sue: “I’m fine, thanks.”
Sue replied ____________________________________________________

3. Jim: “I haven’t seen you for ages. What have you been doing?”

Jim said ______________________________________________________

and asked her __________________________________________________

4. Sue: “I’ve been abroad. I spent a year in France.”

Sue replied ____________________________________________________

She said ______________________________________________________

5. Jim: “What do you think of France?”

Jim asked her __________________________________________________

6. Sue: “The people are very friendly and the food is great.”

Sue said ______________________________________________________

and that _______________________________________________________

7. Jim: “Are you going to stay in this country now?”
Jim asked her __________________________________________________

8. Sue: “I’ll probably stay for a while. Are you driving back to London today?”

Sue said ______________________________________________________

Then she asked Jim _____________________________________________

9. Jim: “Yes I am.”

Jim said ______________________________________________________

10. Sue: “Can you give me a lift?”
Sue asked him _________________________________________________
II Rewrite each sentence in reported speech, beginning as shown.

1. “I will wait till she comes,” said John.
      John said _____________________________________________________
2. “I don’t think it’ll snow,” she said.

      She said ______________________________________________________
3. “It’s time we began training for our next match,” they said.

      They said _____________________________________________________
4. “I must go to work tomorrow,” said Jenny.

      Jenny said ____________________________________________________
5. “I can’t see what you are writing,” said Bill.

      Bill told Maria __________________________________________________
6. “I’ve been in London for a month,” said Tom.

      Tom told me ___________________________________________________
7. “It isn’t so foggy today as it was yesterday,” she said.

      She said ______________________________________________________
8. “When are you coming back?”

      He wanted to know______________________________________________
9. “How much does the ticket cost?”

      She asked me__________________________________________________
10. “Will you have time to play football?”

      She asked him _________________________________________________
11. “Can the children get breakfast at school?”

      She wanted to know _____________________________________________
12. “Who do you know from Spain?”

      Alice asked me _________________________________________________
13. “Whose car did you borrow last night?”

      John asked me _________________________________________________
14. “Why do you think it may be dangerous?”

       They asked us _________________________________________________
15. “Mary won’t be here tomorrow because she’s having a cold,” said Helen.
       Helen told us __________________________________________________
16. “Mr Walker phoned before lunch, but he didn’t leave a message,” said Jack.

      Jack told me ___________________________________________________
17. “I must be home by 3.30,” said David.

       David said ____________________________________________________
18. “I forgot to buy you a present,” said Tina.

      Tina told her friend ______________________________________________
19. “My brother feels excited because it is his birthday today,” said Jenny.

       Jenny said ____________________________________________________
20. “I saw her yesterday,” said Tom.

      Tom told me ___________________________________________________
21. “You can keep my dictionary as long as you need it,” said John.

      John told me __________________________________________________
22. “What does ‘procrastinate’ mean?” 
      I asked my teacher _____________________________________________
23. “How many cats do you have?”

      Kate asked him ________________________________________________
24. “Do you often go sailing?”

      John asked us _________________________________________________
25. “Did you see the accident?”

      The policeman asked her_________________________________________
26. “Are you having lunch with your father tomorrow?”
      Tom asked her _________________________________________________
27. “Why have you turned off the television?”

      Mary asked him ________________________________________________
28. “Where were you last night?”

      My mother asked me ____________________________________________
29. “Did you remember to lock the door?”
      My father asked me _____________________________________________
30. “I won’t go to the dentist’s.”

      My little brother said _____________________________________________
